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But at this stage, our government has meagre information," His
eyebrows knitted. "See, the Western diplomats at Tokyo have
been put in charge of this affair by their home governments because
their representatives left the Chinese capital. These diplomats have
often met since the outbreak of the trouble, but they cannot agree as
to who shall command the allied troops in China to protect their coun-
trymen from the mobs, the Boxers, who are ultra-reactionary for-
eigner-haters. The Boxers are estimated to number only thirty thou-
sand, but now it's reported that the Chinese Regular Army is taking a
joint stand with them against die outsiders and pro-reform Chinese
leaders. They murdered many, including our consular official, and de-
stroyed much property,"

Ito chewed the butt of his cigar while he talked. "These foreign
representatives in Tokyo are jealous. That's what kept the allied troops
from taking decisive action at the scene of the disorder. You know our
men newly dispatched are headed by Lieutenant General Yamaguchi
Motoomi. In accordance with diplomatic custom, he should be in
supreme command of the united forces there, because he is the highest
ranking officer. But they didn't want to see the Nipponese head them.
If they agree to let our general lead the attack, the Boxers will be de-
feated in no time and the foreign residents rescued without further loss
of life and property.

"Recently, however, they agreed to our plan because of the immi-
nent danger to their own people, since the Western countries can't
send their men as quickly and easily as we can. Lieutenant General
Yamaguchi was put in command, but they have grown to formidable
strength. It may take some time to pacify them. They are active mostly
in and around Peking."

"What is the real cause of this uprising?" Ito was asked.
"A few years ago, when I visited China, I foresaw some trouble.
There was widespread discontent in the two opposing camps of politi-
cians. The progressives were headed by Emperor Kwang Shu and sup-
ported by Kang Yu-wei. The conservatives were under the Empress
Dowager, assisted by Prince Tuan Chun, whose little son has been on
the throne since Emperor Kwang Shu was forced to abdicate."

"Somewhat resembling our situation before the Meiji Restoration/*
Saionji observed.

"Of course. The progressives under Kang attempted to reform the
antiquated political system after Western modek. They were over-
thrown by Prince Tuan's clique. In our case, we, the progressives,